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22th, The Doftrin of Chriſt ; / Fd [ or the New 7ernuſalem 
Stare ] now ſhort $.otos ng Comfort le and very ad- 
 vantageous to all ull Chriſtians, is manife#t by the Key avd this 
whole Work, and by the enſuing. [. Parzneſis ] or Adonitory Exhorta- 
r10n, may further appear. Anno Dom. 1672, 


Nd now dear Chriſtian Bretheren allow me a little freedom in this office of love; 

you I mean who are partakers of thegrace 'of God / purchaſed by Jeſus Chriſt 
and by the ſpirit of ſanQitication wrought in your ſouls, whether Epiſcopal (fo called) 
Presbyterian or Independent; with ſundry others upon the {ame foundation, many of Firft for 
which, — Gods eſpecial mercy, bave evidently obtained like precious 'grace; ro'Unitie. 
you al} I ſpeak; as ſuch. Why do you fb} ſtand'ar diſtance one fro:n atother? Confider,[ . 


pray you, Thar one Heaven (as ye all belizve) ſhall hereafter contain you all, when ye 
ſhall be made perfeR in one; yea moreouer, Iam well affared, that ene Glorious King- 
dom of Chriſt to come will ſatiate all your ſouls as ſuch, a fong time before you can ob- 
rain the orher,vit.both ſouls and bodies; all whoſe degrees of bleſſedneſs isonly to be ex- F 
peRted in Gods belt order, and time and manner revealed in bis word;' whether mg 6. BOP 
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take cognizance of it more particularly or leſs t And: 3fter that great day of Judgnyf 
1» finiſhed, the expeRation of all Saints to attain Thoſe things which eye hath mor ſeen I he 
ar heard, wor bath entered into th: heart of man to conceive, beſides thee, 0 God, lh Vith\5s 
the Evangelical Pro [ Efa. ] And, 0 how great things (faith ho!y David) hath 
prepared, &c, But the ſtare of things in Chriſts ſaid Kingdom, ts not altogether ſuclYic 
che interim; though very glorious, and excellent, and bleſſed, and ſuitable to that cc 
dition (then,) when Judgment fhall be given to the $ainrs in the world, long before the 
finiſhing of the laſt Judgment. And moſt of you, if not all, are one in the things, at pre-' 
fent, that are counted eifentially neceffary [ad efſe Ecclefs #] for the being of the Churck 
of Chrift: how fhould all forrs agreeing in the main, rhen alſo endeayour' to be one in 
things that pertain [ ad bene effe } to the well being of the ſame alſo? And I am ſtrong}y 
(from Gods word) affured, that it will not be long before the Lord, in that great day 
which he hath foretold, will be one, and his name one; evenin reſpe& of ſack uſual df- 
ferements of men in our daycs, and his people ſhall then ſerve him with one ſhouldet : 
how then ſhould all fafthful Chriſtians ( whar in them is) endeavout,by a} good means, 
for Unity with the bond of peace, as well as Truth, (though that eſpecially) and fo to 
meet their mercy by the way; and, if it might be, anticipate ir, byiſo haſtning its com- 
ing: how well would Chriſt (then) take it at all your hands > Whereas, if any ſhould ſo 
be found ſhorr of this, that they will from ſuch diſſentments, be ſmiring their Pretheren, 
(though it be but withthe toPgue,when they can do ne more;)how will they expoſethem- 
{elves at tharday, to Chriſts objurgation, before Angels and Men, Ge. > Unire, there 
fore, Brethercn, 1 fay, Unite, Unite in one in theſe matters alſo, at leaſt in your ſpirits, 
and the aftings of them;that may be the way,whereGod may ſupplyjwhat you are want= 
ing in,to bring about the buſineſs(which you ſo rightly and really endeaveur;)by grant- 
ing his Figt in the caſe, 'Let each ſort caſt off their peculiar obitacies, and any-wayes- 
thwarting intereſts ; Complying fulty with Gods Rules, that ſhould fully guide us all 
therein, and They, I humbly conceive, are very few, bur ſufficient: ovly, men muſt be 
ware they miſtake them not, that they pervert themnor in their uſe and mannagment, 
The firſt is that of the Apoſtle, 1 Cor, 14+'26; Let all things be done. 10 edifying. wvi2. of 
the fouls of Gods people; and this is 4 Comprehenſive and forcible rule and direQtion, 
vhich in every conſtitation and counſel of men, onghe mach to ſway the matrer, is the 
hing pleafing or profitable or creJitable, &c. > that may be ſomewhat in ſome caſes, 
wt rhegreat Queſtion in matters of ſuch nature, as men may order, 15: Bur is it ſo for 
:difying > If they will not advance that end in Gods Church, what thouli they do there? 
our if they will kinder it, why ſhould tbey be fuffered init > And then a ſecond follows, 
V+ 49. Let all things be done decently and by order : which rwo rightly applyed like our 
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Saviours firft and ſecond law of love, containing all the other e So may. theſe 'deing 
rightly mannage, inal uch aſe-eglae the counſls and aings of mein Chute 
affairys but as love was the marter of both theſe laws(though fixt upon diſtin oRjeds; ) 
fo edifying is the ſubſtance and the end of both, though the latter for the manner, vaghe 
ofken.more neceffarily to be applyed with the other, as being ſubordinate thereunts, in 
ſundry reſpes of nature, matter, uſe and end, &'c. The Apoſtles inſtances which oc- 
calioned this ſecond Rule, ſeems to reach us the right uſe of it; the one caſe of decen< 
cy whether women ſhould ſpeak in the Church, That, by the Apcſtle ( authoritatively) 
was once and for all rimes, ordered negatively, as being (penialy guide by Gods ſpirn: 
Let not your women ſpeak, (aith he, &c, The ether was a profitabl ooderly ſertling the 
way of their propheficing, that it more tend to edifycation ; and contrary conſu- 
Gan be avoyded, that would hinder the ſame : And the, A ſeems ſo to ſubordinate 
the latter to the firſt, as if no plea of order (or decencie at leaſt) might be approveable, 
but as in copjunRion with in its pature, uſe or efid with edifycation of the Church of 
Chriſt; whereby natural or prudential agreements,for times or places of worſhip, and 
utenſels therein, by humane and Chriſtian qualifications, may be ſuitably judged of and 
approved by men, [ pro bic & wunc,] as it 15,0r ought to be, with ſome Officers[ quam 
din ſe bene gefſerint]} and ſo Adoſe:'s Braſen Serpent, was approved to be Hexekiah's Ne- 


| hufttans but full bythe two former rules to be examined, eſpecially, and neceſſarily 


that of edifycation; for prudence and decencie, and all the other, it not qualified for 
edifycation, ——_ contrary, are (for ought I can diſcern fromthe Apoltles ſaid ruled 
caſes) pleas withour doores, in reference to ſuch ſaid conſt.tutions or counlels of men in 
the Church of Chriſt, Whereas, for Officers and Ordinances, and what elſe is neceſ. 
Gry,theScripture gives many,& large inltruftions,andDjyine inſtitutions, whichPerſong 
of prudent hearts and ſanRitied Spirits, will be apt to improve well ( by Divine grace. 
duly ſought for, and rightly applycd) and the Chriſtian charity of others, herein ( accor- 
dingly) acquieſcee But one the other part, as aty appear defeRive in the ſaid reſpeR of 

itycation, or O_ thereunto, they may appear to be mare dangerouſly enjoyn-. 
ed or hurrſully ved, as way excentrical to the Apaſtle Pauls ſaid boundaries of 
them: And in that men have walked ſo out of theſe paths of Unity, Piety and peace, 
what ſad effects hath Satan upan the corruption, blindneſs and interſis of men, and fill 
doth earneſtly endeavour to bring abou? let every mountain ſtanding in the way of U- 
nion be endeavoured by you to be levelled, and every bond be broken in ſunder which 
is not of Gods allowance: But yet may not pioufly, and charitably intended incourage- 
ments, in things ſceming]y oaly =uS (but miltaken) be retained? and applyed to real- 
ly good improvements, wh'ch (I ſuppole) they may well be judged ſo to have attained 
their end, with advantage; True Chriſtian Charity, piety and prudence will regulate 
auch in many hke caſes, God grant them to all forts in theſe reſpeRs eſpecially con- 
cerned, Ofc, : 

And all ye right Chriftianly charitable ſouls of all ſort,how few ſo ever in theſe key- 
cold, yea chilled laſt dayes ye ſeem to be, you bave but a lirtle time kere to bring forth 
your fruits of faith and lore, Ler the ſealon of your preſent being, firlt ingage you to 
walk claſly with God; be much in private and ſecret communion with him your Ives, 


| wherein you have (if your kcarts be upright in his ſight ) the greateſt advantage iniagi- 


nable with the King of Heaven and Earth, above the favorites of earthly Princes, who 
ſometines miſtake cheiz ſaichfulleſt ſervans, ſomerimes hear bad information againſt 
them, ſometimes are remote from them,or they hindrcd from coming to them, fome- 
times and im ſome caſes and things they cannot help, (though at Gods pleaſure Kings 
may be potent) yet only God himſelf is Omniporent, many wayes beyond thought 
earthly Princes may fail theirs, but God will never fail ner forſake his favourites; i all 
times, places and companies, a good thought, purpolc, m——_— of heart, or word, a 
ſpiritual ſolilequie, vr cjaculatiun is very kindly taken at Gods hand frem you, who will 
rackon ſuch ſoul aings tokens of muctylore & lanceriry,when lometime more weakneſs 
wn greater folemnities may appear. 3.Be much in family dutics prydently comrivied,thar 
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ye may contintie in them; fet your houſe in order for thembe not ſlight or fickle intherf;, 
udgenot your ſelves in fit garb or poſture for woridly buſineſs, ory, till 


God h\ve his fanyi ſh EO HEE 2 frothie pole! nd pre- 
tendiog to Religion hath of late times, much more then fortnerly, thruſt theſs duties our 
of doors, though they ſeldomhave hid goedenertainment within, ( ſave'of fore few) . 
rrue piety hath been long, yea ever hitherto, [ Rara avis in terris, ] very ſcarce to be Mac's 
found; families were the firſt *nd uſually the beſt plantation of fruit trees in Gods Vine- 
yard, keep the reſolution of Foſhna,eſpecially now,againſt the floods of ungodlyneſs; fa- 
milies are like to be the beſt nurſeries of ſuch young plants, for many advantages, en- 
gigements,endearments;muck quickning to encreaſe of grace in ſamily-worſhip,Gc.and 
that advantage doth wonderfully help, encourage and further the publick Miniftry of 
the _— c.thwxee are inſtilled uſua!ly,and preſerved toogood principles,or patterns 
of wholſom words, with their improvements: the defe&t whertof s now lamertable;tor 
the want both of private and publ:ick Catechifings, Do not all wiſe builders. look main- 
ly to their foundations? for want of this, ſo many tottering buildings ſoon reel alide, ro- 
one error or other, or are in continual danger of falling utterly, or mouldering to no- = 
thitg in Religion, Oo. | 
Bur then,rghtPious ſouls,ſee that your trueChriſtianity, to kelp forward your good Thirdly for. /; 
account, be outwardly manifeſt in your gracious works of charity, not only to ſupply Charitye., © 
neceſſities, but to preventevil and do good; many poor ſouls tharſtudy faith and good 
conſcience towards God and men, have much encountering w.th tentations, in a low 
and hard condition, by reaſon of the prevailing iniquities of the times, and the many 
ways ofthe praRtiſe thereof, by the licentious, who fight ſo againſt their on outward. 
wants, by weapons of iniquity, ufing ſuch unlawſul ways,and means,and praQtiſes which 
others may not, dare not, do not; yet are ſtraightened by others ſins (m fuck caſes) their 
opprefſors,upen ſuch accounts. How ſhould the and able in eſtate, herein mn Ckrt- 
fiian compathon, help the infirmities of rhe weak, pony in reference to their ſou]-- 
danger thereby; or to ſe to the good education of their childeren, and thit their wid-- 
dows and orphars (chiefly be relieved, Ofc, how by ſuch charitable deeds(efpecially with: 
the addition of inſtrufions and enceuragments )' might you in ſo doing draw others to 
Chriſt and inſtrumentally ſave their precious ſouls?conſider what,out of your Revenues 
you'can with a chearful heart and ready hand,yearly,monthly,or weekly return toGod, 
1n a thavks-offering, by his now many, many receivers neer you,or known to you,for the- 
all which you have received beſides; and conſider, (according to the Apoftles rule) how- 
God hath proſpered you the preceding week, and ler that grace of an humble,thankful,. 
erue chriſtian charity, have its due operation t2 you in her proportion; and if rents and 
gains will not do it as you defire, then cut off ſinful exceſſes In vain expences,more clofly: 
and berely, in teo coſtly and curious apparel, laviſhing entertainments, in incouſiderar- 
ly coltly buildings, new the world is neer her departure, by her great ſhaking firs ceiſing: 
upon her; yet theſe are the common fins of the times, aud rhe ers of mens future 
ſorrow, and too late repentance, when a mack better and ſafer improvement ſhould 
have been made thereof;now you may make God your debror,by his promiſe,and your 
ſelyes temporally mere bleſſed by giving 'than by receiving... It men did but caftin a 
tenth of what they receive, or but even of what many vainly conſume, Os. inte Gods 
treaſury, for ſuch charitable uſes, or any other like,(for the world abounds with objeQs- 
of that naturethere is no queſtion, but they — a better return, yea(baply)ma- 
ny bettet reruns, of that tenth which they gave;or ſome others out of their eftates vajn- 
confume (and that with advantage) above all the nine parts that they or ſuch ethers. 
ined from ſuch offerings to God; beſides the prayers-praiſes and thankſgivings fron 
men thereupon, which will obſerve and reward, Let me only add this comprehen- 
fire conſideration for all.at preſent; That your final ſentence of approbation or condem- 
vation will, by Chriſt himſcif,.be p fed mainly upon that account, Aat- 25. as carry- Ste Ever + 
ing it well or 11] in that kind, to fuch-little ones, or diſciples of bis, in relieving, viſiting, laf.Goſ. gj 
(Ruin tem (hich lanh hrif i dons ro bimſel5) bur if ey bjre and perfece 19,20, | 
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